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AUUC Winnipeg Branch Celebrates
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On Mziy 12, AUUC Winnipeg Branch marked the centenn
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ial E)f the Association of Uhited
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Ukrainian Canadians with a concert and banquet, with some 280 people attending.

AUUC Winnipeg Branch
celebrated the 100th anniver-
sary of the Association of
United Ukrainian Canadians
with a concert and banquet at
the Ukrainian Labour Temple
on May 12. | was privileged
to attend this impressive oc-
casion.

| have noticed that events
like this tend to have a cer-
tain similarity, whenever and
wherever they are held. One
enters a hall which has been
attractively decorated, with
nicely set tablesholding nicely
prepard centrepieces. There
is an informative display

40009476

POSTMASTER: IFUNDELIVEREDPLEASERETURNTO

KOBZARPUBLISHINGCO.LTD

PUBLICATIONS MAIL
595PRITCHARDAVENUE
WINNIPEGMB R2W 2K 4

showing the history which is
being marked.

A series of speakers pays
homage to the institution
whose history is being cel-
ebrated. Among those speak-
ersare representatives of sev-
eral levels of government,
whose remarks are inter-
changeablefrom onetime and
place to another.

Politics being what it is,
many of the speakersrush of f
to the next of the several gath-
erings on their schedule for
the day, where they will de-
liver the same speech, with
appropriate new detailsfilling
in the blanks.

Many accounts have been
written by politicians, public
speakers, and others bemoan-
ing the dreariness of what is
dismissively called “the rub-
ber chicken circuit”.

No doubt these paeans to
misery reflect a certain real-
ity; however, it is not the re-
ality of special AUUC cel-
ebrations, because these cel-
ebrations, though they con-
form to the general model, are
raised above the norm by the
spirit injected by the cel-
ebrants. The love and pride
which inform these AUUC
events are reflected in the
creativity, innovation, and im-
agination which embroider the
template, transforming it into
a unique pageant.

A hint of therich adventure
on which the approaching
guest was about to embark on

that day in Winnipeg was seen
before entering the building at
Pritchard and McGregor: the
large banner mounted over
the entrance, proclaiming the
centenary in bold colours on
ribbon wings of yellow and
blue.

The dining hall wasindeed
nicely appointed, white table
cloths, centrepieces and all.
At each space was a high-
quality printed program, and a
tin of mints decorated with
images of the Ukrainian La-
bour Temple and the centen-
nial logo.

One’s eyes were captured
by the imposing display, high
and wide, with exhibits span-
ning a hundred years and
ranging from photos and other
graphics to musical instru-
ments, embroidered costumes,
and a cornucopia of other ar-
tifacts.

The concert started just a
few minutes past the sched-
uled 4:30 p.m., with the first
appearance of the Yunist
Dance Ensemble. The group
of six women and two men, in
their presentation of “Wel-
come — Bread and Salt”, re-
vealed atroupe which has pro-
gressed significantly since |
last saw them at the AUUC
National Convention in Octo-
ber, 2016.

Thisopening wasfollowed
by five — yes, fivel —
speakers. That sounds deadly;
probably enough to kill any

(Continued on Page 7.)

The Next Issue

The next issue of the “UCH” will be dated July/Au-
gust, 2018. Announcements of eventsin July, August or
early September, 2018, as well as articles for the July/
August, 2018, issue should be in our office by June 10.
Thank you for your consideration.

Israel Shoots Canadian
Medic in Gaza

Initsprint edition dated May 16, the Toronto Star reported
that Tarek Loubani, an emergency physician in London, On-
tario, was recovering after a bullet pierced his right knee and
lightly wounded hisleft leg, when hewasshot by Israeli snipers
firing into a crowd of Palestinian protesters on May 14.

Thereport by staff reporter FatimaSyed, withfilesfrom The
Canadian Press, said that, “ At | east 58 Pal estinianswerekilled
and more than 2,700 wounded in the bloodiest day the region

has seen in recent years.”

After Dr. Loubani was shot, he was assisted by a paramedic
friend. An hour later, the friend was shot and killed while
attending to another victim under fire.

The Canadian government was “very concerned that Cana-
dian doctor and humanitarian worker Tarek L oubani was shot

yesterday in Gaza.”

In acommunication to the “ Star”, Adam. Austen, a spokes-
personfor Foreign Affairs Minister ChrystiaFreeland, added
that MP Omar Alghabra and consular officials had been in

touchwith Dr. Loubani’ sfam-
ily.

Both Dr. Loubani and his
friendwereclearly distinguish-
ableasmedical personnel, and
not legitimate targets under
international law.

Thereport noted that, “ Am-
nesty International saidthels-
raeli military appeared to be
killing demonstrators who
posed no threat”.

In addition, it was reported
that “Canadians for Justice
and Peace in the Middle East
condemned the shooting of
Loubani.”

Weeks earlier, on April 27,
Middle East Eye reported
that, “Amnesty International
has called for a global arms
embargo against Israel, ac-
cusing its forces of commit-
ting war crimes in the Gaza
Strip.”

“MEE” reported Magdalena
Mughrabi, deputy regional di-
rector at Amnesty I nternational,
to have said, “For four weeks
theworld haswatchedinhorror
aslsraeli snipersand other sol-
diers,infull-protectivegear and
behindthefence, haveattacked
Palestinian protesterswith live
ammunition and tear gas. De-
spitewideinternational condem-
nation, the I sraeli army has not
reversed its illegal orders to
shoot unarmed protesters.”

In a second article in the
same May 16 issue of the
“Star”, this one by Fares
Akramand KarinLaubof The
Associated Press, it was re-
portedthat, “ Thehigh casualty

(Continued on Page 10.)
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Nation to Nation?

On the matter of relations
with Indigenous peoples, as
on so many other issues, the
government of Canadaled by
PrimeMinister Justin Trudeau
talks afar better game than it
plays.

While the talk is of recon-
ciliation, respectful nation-to-
nation relations, and support
for the rights of Indigenous
people, when push comes to
shove, all of that givesway to
support for corporate profits.

A fineexampleof thisisthe
government’ sdeterminationto
push through the Kinder
Morgan pipeline over the ob-
jectionsof thelndigenouspeo-
ple over whose land it would
run.

In an article by Mike De
Souza on May 16, the Na-
tional Observer reportedthat,
“Canada and an American
energy company want a First
Nationin British Columbiato
pay for their legal feesfollow-
ing ‘significant’ delay and
prejudiceto astalled pipeline
expansion project.”

The company is Texas-
based Kinder Morgan, which
madethisrequestinasubmis-
sion to the Federal Court of
Appeal on May 14. Counsel
for Canada’'s Attorney Gen-
eral, Jody Wilson-Raybould,
made a similar request in a
separate submission on May
11.

The submissions were in
response to an extraordinary
motion submitted on May 2 by

the Tsleil-Waututh Nation,
requesting that the court com-
pel the government to rel ease
uncensored copies of federal
documents cited in a recent
investigation by the National
Observer, including the re-
lease of secret cabinet docu-
ments.

In essence, the Tsleil-
Waututh Nation is seeking to
establish that the government
of Canada, whichwasrequired
to consult and accommodate
theFirst Nations, did soinbad
faith, that it had decided to
proceed with the pipeline
project even before the con-
sultations began.

The National Observer in-
vestigation used information,
provided by an unnamed whis-
tle-blower, showing that a
high-rankingofficial instructed
public servants to find a way
to approve the project, even
though the government was
supposed to beconsulting and
accommodating First Nations
at that time.

Neither Kinder Morgan nor
the government denies that
instructions were given, but
they both claim the behaviour
is “irrelevant” because it
doesn’t reflect the “actions’
taken by Trudeau’'s govern-
ment in its official meetings
with the affected First Na-
tions.

Other First Nations have
supported the Tsleil-Waututh
Nation’s motion in separate
court filings. The Coldwater

Indian Band, the
Stk’emlupsemc te
Secwepemc (SSN), the
Squamish Nation, and the
Upper Nicola Band say that
the documents show that the
government believed its ap-
proach was “legally sound”
before it had even shared a
report with the affected First
Nations explaining how it
planned to accommodatetheir
concerns.

Several First Nations have
asked the court to overturn
the approval because, they
alleged, thegovernment failed
initslegal duty toconsultthem,
as required under Canada’'s
Constitution.

The government of Canada
and the government of Al-
berta have been trying to co-
erce the government of Brit-
ish Columbiatodropitsoppo-
sition. The government of
Canada has been offering to
compensate Kinder Morgan
for any delaysbeyondthecom-
pany’s May 31 deadline.

The new Tsleil-Waututh
motion could cause months of
delays, evenif rejected by the
court.

When asked how the re-
quest for the Tsleil-Waututh
to pay legal fees fits with ef-
forts to promote reconcilia-
tion, the federal Natural Re-
sources Department said,

“No relationship is more
important to our government
than the one with Indigenous
peoples. It is standard prac-
ticefor Government of Canada
to request that it be awarded
costs....”

Government’'s Deeds Belie Its Words

InApril and May therehave
been several articles in the
Toronto Star, discussing
Prime Minister Trudeau’ sre-
lationshipwith I ndigenouspeo-
ples and infrastructure pro-
jects.

One of the first was the
April 24 article “Pipeline as-
serts jurisdiction over Indig-
enous lands” by Deborah
Cowen and Shiri Pasternak.

In their article, the authors
say, “Kinder Morgan is noth-
ing lessthan reconciliation on
trial.”

They point out that, “1n the
face of extraordinary Indig-
enous resistance to the Trans
M ountain project, and without
atrace of thetearsthat fell for
reconciliation, Trudeau asserts
that this infrastructure is ‘in
thenational interestandit will
get built.””

The authors note that,
Revelstoke, a town built on
unceded Secwepemc land,
was named for the man who
secured the funding through
hisfamily’ shank. Secwepemc
territory is now at the centre
of another infrastructure
project that i s shaping thebal -
ance of power in Canada.
Secwepemcel uw in the south
central interior of British Co-
lumbiaisthe largest contigu-

ouslengththe proposed Trans
Mountain pipeline will
traverse.

The article goes on to ex-
pand on the theme and reveal
some of the modes of resist-
ance.

TheMay 17 articleby legal
analyst Azeezah Kanji notes
that, “ TheUnited NationsDec-
laration ontheRightsof Indig-
enous Peoples (UNDRIP)
states that governments must
receivethe‘freeandinformed
consent’ of Indigenous com-
munities” prior totheapproval
of any project affecting their
landsand territoriesand other
resources.”

Thearticlesaysthat Canada
refused to endorse the decla-
ration for a full decade after
itspromulgation, but Canada
now claimsto becommittedto
completeimplementation.

However, the federal gov-
ernment’ s statement of prin-
ciples for implementing
UNDRIPfallsshort of requir-
ing Indigenousconsent, requir-
ing only consulting and co-
operating, with the aim of se-
curing Indigenous consent.
Currect Canadian law says, in
essence, “ Y ou don’t consent?
Too bad.”

Inanother context, our femi-
nist Prime Minister would be

accused of rape — or at least
sexual assault.

Ms. Kanji says, “Projects
suchastheMuskrat Fallsdam,
the Site C dam and the Kinder
Morgan Trans M ountain pipe-
line expansion are being
shoved through against the
ongoing resistance of peoples
whoinhabited theselandslong
before European colonizers
presumed to assert their sov-
ereignty over them.”

The article discusses the
consequences of the three
projects.

“AtMuskrat Fallsin Labra-
dor, for instance, construction
of Nalcor Energy’ smega-dam
onunceded Innuand Inuit ter-
ritory has almost been com-
pleted, despite sustained In-
digenous(aswell asallied non-
Indigenous) opposition. The
damthreatensto producemass
flooding and to poison the
waters Indigenous communi-
ties depend on for food with
neurotoxic methylmercury,
according to a study from
Harvard University .... Canada
has arrested the Indigenous
land and water protectors, in-
cluding elders, who are non-
violently resistingit”

The article cites Amnesty
international about CiteC: “In

(Continued on Page 5.)
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Inquiry’s Fate Uncertain

Asthisissue of the Ukrain-
ian Canadian Herald goes
to press, there still isno word
from the government in re-
sponsetotherequest, madein
early March, for an additional
$50millionandtwomoreyears
to allow the National Inquiry
intoMissingand Murdered In-
digenousWomen and Girlsto
do a more complete job in
meeting its mandate.

With the final report due
before the end of theyear, the
Inquiry has also had no offi-
cia response to its Interim
Report, published in Novem-
ber. Thelnterim Report called
for the creation of a special
police task force to address
unsolved cases. It also asked
for fundingto ensurethat fami-
lies can participate in the in-
quiry, and expansion of aspe-
cial mental health program to
meet needs created by the
processes of the Inquiry.

In mid-May, Crown-Indig-
enous Relations Minister
Carolyn Bennett said that the
federal government would
announce its decision on an
extension “within a week or
two”. The Minister expected
that informationonwhichrec-
ommendations in the Interim
Report the government plans
to fulfil would be announced
together with the decision on
the extension.

The NIMMIWG has been
plagued with problemsal most
from its announcement, with
its first public hearings de-
layedinthefall of 2017. Con-
tinuing problems included a
series of staffing changes,
including one of theinquiry’s
fivecommissioners, asucces-
sionof executivedirectors, the
lead lawyer, and others.

There has also been criti-
cism of the process almost
from the beginning. Many In-
digenous people who wanted
apublicinquiry feltthat a proc-
esswasimposed onthemwith-
out enough consultation. There

was dissatisfaction with the
original inquiry format, which
could have been avoided
through more consultation
with Indigenous groups.

Sheila North, Grand Chief
of theManitobaK eewatinowi
Okimakanak, said that, “ Peo-
plestartedfeeling disrespected
and disregarded,” because of
lack of information about when
hearings would take place or
how to access “aftercare” for
people traumatized anew
through their participation in
the hearings.

In May, the Native Wom-
en’'s Association of Canada
issued a very critical assess-
ment. Executive Director
Franeyne Joe, mentioned two
main problems: it’ sistoowide
and undefined, and theadmin-
istration has been slow and
uncommunicative. Neverthe-
less, Ms. Joe supports an ex-
tension of the Inquiry, hope-
fully with a more transparent
budget and improved co-
operation with community
groups.

Not all Indigenous leaders
agree. Melanie Omeniho,
President of Women of the
Métis Nation, for example,
opposes any extension in fa-
vour of implementing changes
that have already been rec-
ommended, such asreforming
policeandjusticesystems, and
filling gapsinstatisticsonmiss-
ing and murdered Métis
women and girls.

Without a response from
the government, Chief Com-
missioner Marion Buller says,
the Inquiry will just continue
itswork, with expert hearings
on human rightsunder way in
Quebec City , and continuing
Sessions on government serv-
ices, racismand policing until
late June. The Forensic Re-
view Team is preparing to
audit police files on specific
cases. Work on the final re-
portisinprogress, with afirst
draft expected in August.

Ontario to Share
Resource Revenue

The Canadian Press re-
ported in early May that the
government of Ontario had
signed agreements to share
revenue from mining and for-
estry with First Nations. The
agreements are the first of
their kind in the province.

Under the agreements, the
provincewill share 45% of its
revenue from forestry stump-
age, 40% of theannual mining
tax and royalties from active
minesat theof signing, aswell
as 45% from future mines in
relevant areas.

The deals were developed
incollaborationwith First Na-
tionspartners— Grand Coun-
cil Treaty #3, Wabun Tribal
Council, and Mushkegowuk
Council — and could benefit

39 communities across them.

TheFirst Nationswill have
full control over theallocation
of their share into initiatives
that support economic devel-
opment, education, healthand
other priorities.

Premier Kathleen Wynne
said her government has been
working ontheagreementsfor
some time.

It is not clear from the re-
port whether the First Nations
would actually receive cash,
oronly beallowedtodirectits
allocation.

It is also not clear whether
entry of the agreements into
force are conditional on pas-
sageof enablinglegislationin
Provincial Parliament or on
other requirements.
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Rabid Reactions to
Venezuelan Election

Tounderstandinternational
reactiontoVenezuela spresi-
dential election, itisenoughto
consider this passage from a
statement on May 21 by the
editorial board of The New
York Times: “Some of those
who voted for Mr. Maduro
apparently did so in the fear
that their food rations would
be stopped if they didn't;
others were the remaining
Chavistafaithful still loyal to
the socialist upheavals led by
Mr. Chévez from 1999 to his
death in 2013 and by Mr.
Maduro since.”

The socialist upheavals in
guestion are the determina-
tion of the Bolivarian revolu-
tion to use the country’s re-
sources for the benefit of its
population. Thisdecision, lim-
iting the freedom of interna-
tional and transnational cor-
porations to exploit the resi-
dents of Venezuela and the
country’s riches, was and is
unacceptable to those corpo-
rations, and therefore, to the
countries where human free-
dom is defined as the right of
corporationsto exploit freely.

Since 1999, the United
States of America and its
lackey statesin the Americas
(including Canada, unfortu-
nately) have been waging a
war of attrition against Ven-
ezuelain an effort to achieve
policy changeinitially, andthen
regime change.

As has happened in many
countries, the difficulties
caused by economic sanctions
have been followed by en-
couragement of the domestic
oppositiontotry to overthrow
the government by extra-par-
liamentary action.

Even before the elections
were held, countries of the
European UnionandtheLima
Group indicated that they
wouldimposeadditional sanc-
tions if President Nicolas
Maduro won asecond term as
president of Venezuela.

Within hours of the elec-
tion, 14 countriesrecalledtheir
ambassadors. Canada was
among them, and announced
that it was reducing its diplo-
matic relations.

The BBC, The New York
Times, and other publications
within the sphere of the At-
lantic Council reported onthe
hardships facing people in
Venezuela: historiceconomic
collapse marked by soaring
prices, widespread hunger,
rampant crime, afailinghealth
system and alarge-scale exo-
dusof itscitizens. All of them
also spoke of the projected
tightening of sanctions, but
none of them attributed the
hardships to the sanctions.
Instead, they all blamed Presi-
dent Maduro’s policies.

In case anyone has any
doubt about the aim of the
“free” world in Venezuela,

The New York Times edito-
rial Board made it clear in a
statement on May 21. The
statement said, “ The question
ishowtogetridof Mr. Maduro
before he completes the de-
struction of his country.”

An opposition leader was
optimistic — regime change

as been achieved in other
timesand placesby sanctions,
he said.

Neither the “NYT” nor the
rest of the commercial press
internationally sees the flaw
in the statement “ The devas-
tation he and his leftist fire-
brand (note the “leftist fire-
brand”) predecessor, the late
Hugo Chavez, havevisited on
Venezuelais hard to fathom,
especially as the country has
the world’'s largest oil re-
serves.” Theoil reserveshave
limited value when the sanc-
tions include restrictions and
bans on sales internationally
of that oil.

The BBC reported that
Russia, El Salvador, Cubaand
Chinacongratul ated President
Maduro on his election win.

An interesting commenta-
tor on the BBC, aired on the
CBC at 2:00 am., did note
that the poor Venezuelans
continue to support the
Bolivarianrevolution. Another
commentator on the same
broadcast called programs
helping the poor “vote buy-
ing”. These programs cost
money, she said and the gov-
ernment in Caracaswill even-
tually be unable to pay for
them.

The article by Glenn
Michalchuk, beginning on
Page 4, has some interesting
information about theel ection,
including athought about pos-
siblemilitary intervention.

Prospects
In Korea

As the “UCH” goes to
press, there is growing con-
cern about prospects for the
projected meeting in June be-
tween President Trump of the
USA and President Kim Jong
Un of the DPRK.

For awhile after the Olym-
pics, opponents of relations
with the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea were get-
ting somewhat nervous about
the friendly relations that
seemed to be developing. In-
stead of the insults that had
been flying between the two
leaders, Donald Trump was
saying nice things about the
Korean leader, who was do-
ing nicethings, likereleasing
prisonersand promising to do
away with his nuclear weap-
ons.

Thenthings started to dete-
riorate. President Trump took
the USA out of the nuclear
agreement with Iran, after
having withdrawn from the
agreement on global warm-
ing. President Kimwasthreat-
ening to withdraw from the

bilateral meeting.

When the USA and the
Republic of Korea went
through their annual (at least,
that’ swhat they said) military
exercises, President Kim
called it a provocation, and
threatened to cancel the meet-
ing with President Trump.

Nevertheless, negotiations
continued to set a time and
place for the meeting, and an
agreement was reached.

The USA insisted that the
DPRK had to give up its nu-
clear weapons before nego-
tiations began. At first there-
sponse from the DPRK was
that it would not disarm unil at-
erally. Thenit said that would
publicly destroy itstest site, as
it could resume at any time,
and had all it needed for the
timebeing.

Thereis still some jockey-
ing asthemeeting approaches,
but the negotiation has not
been called off.

The destruction of test fa-
cilitiesisstill going ahead, but
journalistsfromthe ROK are,
for the moment not invited,
supposedly because of the
earlier military exercises.

Betting on the outcome, all
inall, seemsvery iffy.

Nagba

There were nagba com-
memorationsaround theworld
insolidarity withthedisplaced
Palestinians. Some of the ac-
tions were in Canada.

About 200 people gathered
at Broadway and Osborne in
Winnipeg on May 15 to mark

Rana Abdullawas one of the
onstration in Winnipeg. The
populations of Palestinian towns and villages wiped out in
the nagba.
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Arms Race Continues

A report by The Associ-
ated Press in Mid-May, said
that President Vladimir Putin
had announced that the Rus-
sian military would soon re-
ceive new nuclear weapons
that are far ahead of any for-
eigndesigns.

Speaking at a meeting in
Sochi, President Putin said
that delivery of the new
Avangard hypersonic vehicle
will begin next year. The new
Sarmat intercontinental ballis-
tic missile (ICBM) will enter
service in 2020. The Avan-
gard and the Sarmat were
among an array of new nu-
clear weapons Putin presented
in March.

During the March an-
nouncement, the Russian
leader said that the Avangard
has an intercontinental range,
and can fly in the atmosphere
at a speed 20 times the speed
of sound. The Russian |eader
added that the weapon can
change both its course and its
altitude en route to a target,
makingit“absolutely invulner-
able to any air or missile de-
fence means.’

Putin noted that Avangard
is designed using new com-
posite materials to withstand
temperaturesof upto2,000°C
resulting fromaflight through
the atmosphere at hypersonic
speeds.

“It headstoitstarget like a
meteorite, like afireball,” he
said in March.

The Sarmat is intended to
replace the Soviet-designed
Voyevoda, theworld’ sheavi-
est ICBM, that is known as
“Satan” in the West, and
which carries 10 nuclear war-

heads.

Putin said in March that
Sarmat weighs 200 metric
tonnes and has a higher range
than Satan, allowing it to fly
over the North or the South
Poles and strike targets any-
wherein the world. He added
that Sarmat also carriesabig-
ger number of nuclear war-
heads, which are more pow-
erful than the ones on Satan.

Putin said the new ICBM
accelerates faster than its
predecessor, making it harder
for the enemy to intercept in
its most vulnerable phase af-
ter the launch. He also said
Sarmat could carry an array
of warheads capabl e of dodg-
ing missile defences.

Speaking on May 18 at a
meeting with the top military
officersin Sochi that wrapped
up a series of such confer-
enceswithmilitary leadersthis
week, Putin said that “These
unigue weapons systems are
years and, perhaps, even dec-
adesahead of any foreign ana-
logues. ... They haverendered
many expensive, | would say
highly expensiveforeign sys-
tems, useless and out-dated.”

Putin emphasized that two
other new systemsunveiledin
March — the Kinzhal hyper-
sonic missile and the laser
weapon called Peresvet —
have already been put into
service with the units of Rus-
sian SouthernMilitary District,
which are developing tactics
of their use. Mig-31 fighter
jets carrying the massive
Kinzhal missilesflew over Red
SquareduringtheVictory Day
parade earlier in May.

the 70th Anniversary of the
expulsionof Palestiniansfrom
their traditional lands. The
demonstration lasted about an
hour and coincided with the
evening rush hour at one of
thebusiest intersectionsinthe
city.

— Photo: Elizabeth Carlyle
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signs had the names and

Marked in Winnipeg

Hundreds on foot and in
their cars saw the demonstra-
tion, and were given leaflets
explaining the situation. The
action concluded withremarks
fromthe supporting organiza-
tions.

The Winnipeg demonstra-
tion was one of several to be
organized in Canada. Other
cities marking Nagba were
Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto
and Montreal. The actions
were particularly impactful
thisyear given thekillings of
unarmed Palestinians by the
Israeli military at the Gaza
border.

In Gaza, the Great March
of Returnbeganinlate March
and ended on May 15. It was
tocommemoratethedisplace-
ment of Palestinians by the
state of Israel in 1948, and
assert their right to return to
the lands taken from them.
TheMarchelicited brutal vio-
lencefrom Israel, resulting in
the death of more than 100
Palestinians, and injuries to
thousandsmore, including chil-
dren and medical personnel.

— Glenn Michalchuk
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Blaming the Victims

AN EDITORIAL by WILFRED SZCZESNY

What a strange world we inhabit, in which some coun-
tries are allowed to behave in generally unacceptable
ways, while other countries excuse that behaviour by
blaming thevictims.

Israel shoots unarmed children and medics. Does the
international community react with shock and horror to
condemn the slaughter? Not to any great extent. The
government of Israel claims the right to self-defence at
a border defended by barbed wire and a ten-foot fence,
and blames Hamas. At the United Nations and in other
international fora, representatives of the USA, Great
Britain, and some other countries echo Israel’s position,
blaming the victims for daring to object to a blockade
which is making their lives miserable. Only afew coun-
tries, like Turkey and South Africa, show displeasure by
making diplomatic moves.

In arare show of independence, motivated by a Ca-
nadian medic’s being among the wounded, Canada’srep-
resentatives called for an investigation — how bold!

What other country could expect to be forgiven for
carnage represented by numberslike: Palestiniansinjured
or killed — close to 3000, by some reports (cited by the
Washington Post); Israelis injured or killed — 07?

Another example of blaming the victims is action
against Venezuela. The USA and its allies (shamefully
among them, Canada) have undertaken to achieve re-
gime change in that country, because the government
acted to turn its resources (especially oil) to the benefit
of its own people. In support of the profits of interna-
tional corporations, the USA has imposed harsh sanc-
tions which are depriving the country and its people of
food, medicine and other needs. Once again, instead of
laying the blame for the resultant misery where it be-
longs — on the sanctions imposed by the USA — the
blame is being put on the victims. It is charged that the
policies of the President of Venezuela are to blame, and
by extension, the support he gets from the people.

Canada is marching in lockstep with the USA in its
attack on the people of Venezuela. Among the reasonsis
Canada’s fear of American sanctions. However, another
factor has become rather important in recent decades
— the determination of the government of Canada to
support Canadian transnational corporations asthey seek
to rob people around the world of their of their resources.

Alas, Palestinians and Venezuelans are just two of
many vicitmized people.
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Venezuelan Election

The first part of this article appeared in the May, 2018,
issue of the “UCH”. We begin this instalment with a few
paragraphs that appeared earlier.

The new unified exchange
rate will be regulated by the
state through “auctions” in
conjunctionwithtransnational
foreign exchange centres and
suppliers.

Under this new system:

1) to access foreign cur-
rency, individual sand business
owners will have to register
with the government website
handlingtransactions;

2) individualsandbusiness
ownerswill havealimitonthe
total amount of foreign cur-
rency that individualsor com-
pany directors can purchase
— 1680 eurosfor individuals,
340,000 eurosmonthly (or 30%
of declared net monthly prof-
its) for business owners and
directors of corporations. Ar-
rangements will be made to
allow businessesandindividu-
als to repatriate their savings
and assets, and as a mecha-
nismfor Venezuelan migrants
to send remittances back to
their families (the hope of the
government is to implement
thisreform);

3) foreign exchange cen-
tres within Venezuelawill be
abletosell foreign currency to
private buyers.

Theother significant action
theV enezuelagovernmentini-
tiated in February was the
launch of its petro currency,
which isone of the new forms
of crypto currencies. It is
backed by Venezuela s oil re-
servesandgoldbullion. [tsaim

FROM OUR

READERS

Thank you for keeping us
informed about events in
CanadaandinUkraine, aswell
as providing perspetives on
thingsthat deal with people’'s
well-being around theworld,

Audey Moysiuk
Vancouver BC

istocircumvent USeconomic
sanctions.

In making the announce-
ment of the petro currency
activation, Madurosaid: “ The
petro will be ... used as a
platform for the growth of a
more just and favourable fi-
nancial systemfor national de-
velopment. Currency will be
transferred securely and di-
rectly in order to avoid block-
ades and embargoes’.

In response, the US gov-
ernment warned that any fi-
nancial institutionsfoundto be
dealing in the petro will be
considered to have violated
the Trump administration’s
sanctions on Venezuela.

Alongside this, China and
Russia play an important role
in supporting the Venezuelan
economy through loans and
credits. Internationally, they
are now the main financial
supporters of the Venezuelan
government.

Another measure that took
place last year, and was di-
rected at all working people,
was the increase in the mini-
mum wage by 65%.

The coming elections —
the West clamours for “de-
mocracy”

Who hasprovoked political
crisis in Venezuela? Maduro
and the PSUV? That is cer-
tainly the spin in the major
Canadian and western media.
The media lays the political
crisisin Venezuelaat the feet
of Maduro and the PSUV
though it never explains this.
What it asserts over and over
is some simple phrases about
Maduro— thedictator against
an opposition fighting for de-
mocracy.

Inthe context of thecoming
electionsit describes the date
for presidential elections as
“Maduro calling a snap elec-
tion”. Thebasisfor thisasser-
tion is that, in the past, the
election of the President was
held in December of the elec-
tionyear. Butthesearehardly

JUNE 2018

normal timesin Venezuela.

It is really the opposition
parties that have played fast
and loosewith thedemocratic
process using it to effect
changethat suitstheir agenda.

While elements of the po-
litical opposition are suggest-
ingMaduroismanipulatingthe
presidential election the facts
tell adifferent story.

It was the “democratic”
oppositionthat tried thetactic
of a“snap election”. In 2016,
theoppositionpolitical parties,
under the umbrella of an or-
ganization called the Demo-
cratic Unity Roundtable
(MUD), took control in the
National Assembly. What did
they do? Did they advance a
legislativeagendato deal with
crisisinVenezuela?No, MUD
set about effecting regime
change.

The MUD-dominated Na-
tional Assembly sensedit had
momentum fromtheel ections,
and decided thetimewasright
to oust President Maduro and
the PSUV.

The “democratic opposi-
tion” took variousprovocative
actions. One was to swear in
several deputieswho had been
elected to the National As-
sembly but were barred by the
Supreme Court from taking
their seat due to findings of
election fraud. The seating of
these deputieswould help en-
sure their mgjority in the Na-
tional Assembly.

Next, self-declaring that the
election of amajority of MUD
delegateswasauthority to oust
Maduro, the MUD used their
(manufactured) majority inthe
National Assembly to begina
campaign to recall the Presi-
dent.

However, the National As-
sembly was blocked when the
courts declared these actions
illegal and placed it in con-
tempt. It was then further
blocked by the convening of a
Constituent Assembly.

MUD decided to boycott
elections to the Constituent
Assembly, puttingall itspoliti-
cal eggs in the basket of the
National Assembly. In so do-
ing, MUD sidelineditself from
the political process, as the
Constituent Assembly elec-
tionsresultedintheel ection of
delegates not associated with
the extremism of MUD.

(Continued on Page 8.)
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Artist Donates Painting
to the Museum
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This print was an earlier gift to the Museum.

Ukrainian Canadian artist
Andrei Sinitar hasdonated his
beautiful acrylic painting
“Wedding/Vesillya” to the
Taras Shevchenko Museum.
The painting depicts a tradi-
tional village wedding in the
Transcarpathian region of
Ukraine, where the artist was
born and raised.

A graduate of Kyiv State
Art Institute, Mr. Sinitar has
had his paintingsdisplayedin
many Ukrainian and interna-
tional exhibitionsand art shows
since 1979. The galleriesin-
clude the National Art Mu-
seum of Ukraine, the Lviv
Historical Museum of Ukraine,
theBokshaj Uzhghorod Trans-
carpathian Art Gallery, the
Chernivtsi Art Museum, the
Ternopil Art Museum, theNa-
tional Union of Artists of
Ukraine, the Taras

Shevchenko Museum of To-
ronto, and the Ukrainian Ca-
nadian Art Foundation.

As well, his works can be
foundinnumerousprivatecol-
lections in Ukraine, France,
Italy, Finland, Canadaand the
USA.

The Ministry of Culture of
Ukraine purchased Mr.
Sinitar’s painting “Visiting
Grandfather”. The artist’s
works have been selected for
a number of art albums and
catalogues published in
Ukraine and Canada.

His painting “Immigrants”
won many compliments and
much appreciation from visi-
torsduringthe* Promised Land
— 125 Years of Ukrainiansin
Canada” exhibition, held in
the Shevchenko Museum in
2016.

Mr. Sinitar is a member of
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By seeing artist Andrei Sinitar against the background of

his work, it is possible to see the size of his creations, which

tend to be large.
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tist Andrei Sinitar has donated his

beautiful acrylic painting “Wedding/Vesillya” to the Taras
Shevchenko Museum. The painting depicts a traditional vil-
lage wedding in the Transcarpathian region of Ukraine.

the Canadian Union of Artists
and the Ukrainian Canadian
Union of Visual Artists.

During the 45 years of his
artistic career, Andrij Sinitar
has participated in 82 major
soloand group art exhibitions.

“My theme is my beloved
homeland, its nature and peo-
ple, itstraditions, songs, fairy
talesandlegends. Itisitscon-
temporary lifeanditstieswith
the past.

“Developing my own style,
| use new forms of expres-
sion. | connect acomposition

with colourful ornaments and
abstract rhythmsand textures.

“My paintings depict cel-
ebrations, humour, warm
shades of earth, thegold tones
of harvest, and thelove of my
beautiful beloved land,” says
Mr. Sinitar.

The donated painting will
take a worthy place in the
Taras Shevchenko Museum
collectionsand, | amsure, will
win a lot of admiration from
numerous Shevchenko Mu-
seumvisitors.

— Lyudmyla Pogoryelova

German Students Visit Shevchenko Museum

—Photos: Wilfred Szczesny

Darius Luja, one of the vis-
iting students, presented a
report on Ukrainian immigra-
tion to Canada as part of a
school project.

On May 17, sixteen stu-
dents from Reuchlir Gymna-
sium in Ingolstadt, Germany,
near Munich in Bavaria, vis-
ited the Taras Shevchenko
Museum in Toronto, accom-
panied by their leader, Markus
Schirmer, a couple of other
teachers and two students
from Toronto. The group was
given atour of the institution
by Shevchenko Museum Di-
rector LyudmylaPogoryelova,
heard the report from Darius
L uja, who hassomeUKrainian
background, and received ad-
ditional information about
Ukrainian Canadians from
Andrew Gregorovich.

)

Sixteen German students, several teachers, and two stu-

dents from Humberside Collegiate visited the Taras
Shevchenko Museum in late afternoon on May 17. After a
few days in Toronto, they were bound for Vancouver, their
only other Canadian stop. In accordance with their request,
the tour’s focus was Ukrainian immigration to Canada
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Government’s
Deeds

(Continued from Page 2.)
2016, the Liberal government
issued permits for the Site C
hydroelectric dam in north-
eastern British Columbia —
eventhoughthegovernment’s
own environmental assess-
ment foundthat it would result
in“severe, permanent, and ir-
reversible harm to a unique
ecosystem on which the
Dunne-Za and Cree peoples
depend to exercise their con-
stitutionally protected Treaty
rights.”

Thearticle notesthat, “The
existing TransM ountain pipe-
linehasalready |eaked at | east
82 times since 1961, and a
report from Simon Fraser
University determinedthat the
likelihood of an oil spill from
the expanded version would
be 99 per cent —imperilling
delicate environments....”

Another articleon May 17,
Chantal Hébert, covers much
the sameground about Kinder
Morgan, but introduces much
elseinarguingthat, “ A month
after Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau stepped in to resolve
the impasse between British
Columbiaand Albertaover the
expansion of the Trans M oun-
tain pipeline, his government
has little to show for its ef-
forts.”

“NDP Premier John
Horgan’ sgovernment hasnhow
referred the issue of whether
the province has the power to
regulatetheamount of diluted
bitumen oil that transits
through its territory to BC's
top court.”

“In...litigationlaunched by
seven Indigenous groups the
Federal Court of Appeal has
yet to pronounce on whether
Ottawalived up to its duty to
consult the First Nations....”

“Over the past month the
anti-Trans Mountain move-
ment hasbeen pickingup steam
at home and abroad. Thisin-
cludes activity by Former US
Vice-President Al Gore, a
mayoral runin Vancouver by
MP Kennedy Stewart, who
was arrested for his activity,
as was Green Party Leader
ElizabethMay, andagrowing
coalition of environmental and
Indigenousgroupsin Quebec.

Federal legislationtoaffirm
Ottawa' sconstitutional author-
ity to see the Kinder Morgan
project may not get through
the Senate before the summer
recess.

Such federal legislation
could open the federal gov-
ernmenttomoreprovincial liti-
gation. The Quebec govern-
ment, for one, hassignalledits
support for British Columbia
in its bid to have the courts
affirm that the constitutional
authority of the federal gov-
ernment to pursue infrastruc-
ture projects that it deemsin
the national interest does not
nullify the provincial right to
legislate to protect the envi-
ronment.
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An International Women'’s
Day celebration was held at
the Ukrainian Centre in Ed-
monton on Sunday, March 11.

Following adecision of the
Celebratory Committee hon-
ouring the 100-year anniver-
sary of the AUUC, acommit-
tee was created to plan the
International Women's Day
celebration. The committee
consisted of Chairperson
Malena Alsarado, Lionel
Fruhbrodt, Naomi Rankin,
Corrine Benson, Ana Alfaro,
Maria Luisa Paraque, Norma
Vida, Alberto Genisand Nelly
Rosenda.

The Committeechose L ucy
Alfaro to MC the program.

Thecelebrationwasdivided
into two sections. The first
section was a meal prepared
by Salvadorans, Mexicans,
Chileans and Guatemalans.

Thesecondhalf beganwith
the International Women'’s
Day message presented by
Hadia Osman.

The Opening Ceremony
was performed by aCanadian
Native guest, and then artis-
tic presentations began.

The Notre Dame des
Bananes Labour Choir sang
two songs honouring the
women of the world.

Transport Minister Brian
Mason gave greetings on be-
half of the provincial govern-
ment.

A tributewasgivento Berta
Caceres of Honduras by Ana
Alfaro. Berta Caceres was a
strong political woman who
worked for abetter lifefor her
people, and independence
from the American gen-
darmes.

Thespeakersstatedthat this
celebration was key in hon-

UKRAINIAN CANADIAN HERALD

IWD Celebration in Edmonton

ouring the women who have
played abigrolein productiv-
ity on Earth, the strugglefor a
peaceful, safer world, and the
creation of a peaceful safe
life for the children. In the
capitalist system they are not
honoured as they should be.

AnaChalu, fromChile, read
apoem in Spanish honouring
the women of Chile and the
struggleagainst the American
fascist control of Chile and
other Latin American coun-
tries. It is time to stop the
CIA murdering machine.

Two Chileansingers, Mario
Allende and Pepe Farinas,
honoured the women of the
wholeworld.

Wilmer Cobas, aVenezue-
lan singer, sang about wom-
en’s role in the struggles
against the CIA and Ameri-
can fascism, to save their in-
dependence and their social-
istic society, which was won
under the leadership of Hec-
tor Chavez.

A tributetoUrsulaFranklin
was given by Naomi Rankin.

A tributehonouring Patricia
Verdugo was presented by
Norma Vidal, and a Peruvian
dance group performed a Pe-
ruvian dance.

A tributeto Palestinian Syr-
ian women was presented by
Naomi Rankin.

Monica Herrera, a Mexi-
cansinger, honoured Mexican
women with a song, and a
tributeto MiroslavaBreach of
Mexico was presented by
Alberto Genis.

Closingremarkswere made
to continuetherecognition of
women worldwide and their
contributiontoabetter, peace-
ful, lovingworld.

— Paul Greene
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Literature, crafts and other exhibits were on display by
people from various countries in the Americas and beyond.

Story photos: Ana Alfaro

. = - -
Top, a view of the large
audience. Below and right,
performers at the Interna-
tional Women'’s Day event in
Edmonton.
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Centennial Celebration
In Winnipeg

(Continued from Page 1.)
celebration. However, MC
Glenn Michalchuk, AUUC
National President Bob
Seychuk, Kevin Lamoureux,
MP, MLA Cathy Cox (Minis-
ter of Sport, Culture and Her-
itage), and Winnipeg's Mayor
Brian Bowman were quitedis-
ciplined, and completed their
segment before the audience
got bored.

The Winnipeg Mandolin

e
Manitoba'’s provincial gov-
ernment was represented by
Member of the Legislative
Assembly Cathy Cox, Minster
of Sport, Culture and Herit-
age.

Kevin Lamoureux, Mem-
ber of Parliament for Winni-
peg North, represented the
federal Government.

Winnipeg Mayor Brian
Bowman spoke on behalf of
the city.

Ember Kamnski and Madelne erestiuk of the Yunist

Orchestra, conducted by
Annis Kozub, followed with
its first offering, “Ukrainian
Suite”. The orchestrawas, as
usual, precise, whether play-
ing the lyrical or the very en-
ergetic passages. Particularly
impressive throughout this
evening were the wind instru-
ments and the powerful bass
section, with mandocellos, a
violoncello and two basses.

The Festival Choir, con-
ducted by Vasylyna Streltsov
and accompanied on the piano
by Anna Khomenko, was in
good voice for Slava
pioneram” (Glory to the pio-
neers), written by John Weir,
and “Verkhovyna’, singing the
praises of a region of
Ukraine.

The choir usually appears
on the stage, but on this occa-
sion it was on the floor, be-
side the orchestra. With each
performing group appearing at
least twice, this arrangement
helped with the flow of the
program.

TheYunist School of Dance
has only two students this
year, but these little girls are
learning the lessons of future
greatness. They appeared at
this point with thelively dance
“Kozachok”, and toward the
end of the concert with
“Tropotyanka”. As usually
happens with the little ones,
their earnest charm stole the
show.

The women of the Yunist
Dance Ensemble followed
with “Zapletu vinochok” (I’
make a wreath). This grace-
ful dance was well done. It
was a special treat as, for the
first time in my recollection,
the dance was accompanied
by the choir and orchestra.

The orchestra followed
with “Gabriel’s Oboe”. The
solo by Sherry Bonness was
even more delightful than |
recalled.

The Festival Choir returned
to perform three numbers;
“Bandura’, “Oy lopnuv ob-
ruch”, and “Tuman khvy-
lyamy lyahaye” (The mist is
settling in waves). Walter
Mirosh performed his solo
passages in a bass which be-
lied his status as a senior.

The women of the Yunist
Dance Ensemble followed

School of Dance stole the show with a “Kozachok” and

“Tropotyanka”.

- = -

The Yunist Dance Ensemble opened the concert with the traditional presentation of bread

and salt, with a segue into a longer dance.

1918

with“Maryna”, in which they
danced around a particular
bush. Once again, they were
accompanied by the choir and
orchestra.

TheWinnipegMandolinOr-
chestra was on its own once
more for “A Festive
Dance”, the finale from
“Transcarpathian Sketches”.
The orchestra acquitted itsel f
very well in this challenging
piece of music.

Now it was the turn, once
more, of the choir. The humor-
ous song “Susidka” (Neigh-
bour) was followed by the
“Reve ta stohne Dnipr shy-
rokey” (The mighty Dnipro
roars and bellows), a well-
loved song based on a poem
by Taras Shevchenko. Per-
haps like no other, this song
establishes the Bard of Ukr-
ainein the Romantic school of
art. Lionel Steimen ably acted
as the choir’'s MC for this
portion of the concert.

b SSAVIILY

Following the second ap-
pearance of the Yunist School
of Dance, the Yunist Dance
Ensemble closed the concert
with the obligatory fast-paced
“Hopak”, perhaps Ukraine's
most popular dance.

Continuity of the concert
was provided not by aMaster
of Ceremonies but by a two
person dramatization written
by Brian Richardson and
Kevin Longfield. Ethan
Lapkin played ayoung fellow
in search of his Ukrainian her-
itage — with the aid of a
magnifying glass, a la
Sherlock Holmes. Katherine
M cClennan played the knowl-
edgable guide, who led him,

(Continued on Page 12.)

graceful “Zapletu vinochok”

. K

The Festival Choir, conducted by: VaS)/‘Iyna SDtreltsov and accompanied on piano by Anna

The women of the Yunist Dace Ensemble presented the
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AUUC National President
Bob Seychuk, in his greet-
ings, gave a thumbnail
sketch of AUUC history, and
pointed to the future.

Khomenko, sang seven songs in three sets — in addition to singing with the orchestra in

support of the dancers.
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In addition to imprsswe performance of its own challenging pieces, the Winnipeg Man-
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dolin Orchestra, conducted by Annis Kozub, joined with the Festival Choir to accompany

the dancers.
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Venezuelan Election

(Continued from Page 4.)
MUD suffered further set-

backsinregional elections, los-
ing in almost all areas of the
country. It suffered another
setback when several of the
elected regional governors
who belonged to the MUD
alliance swore allegiance to
the Constituent Assembly de-
spite orders by MUD leader-
ship that to do so would result
inexpulsionfromthealliance.

So where does that leave
the opposition in the present

Thedecisionof theelection
date actually came as aresult
of negotiations between the
PSUV and parties other than
those in MUD, or who have
abandoned MUD for avariety
of reasons.

The setting of the May 20
election date came with the
signing of adocument govern-
ing the conduct of the elec-
tions by all those parties par-
ticipating. The document out-
linesmeasuresto ensureafair
election, includinginternational

election? observation — one of the key

Who, What, When, Where

Vancouver — AUUC Vancouver Branch will present
Celebration 100, a concert celebrating the history of the
AUUC through song, music and dance, at 7:00 p.m. on Friday
June 8, at North Vancouver Centennial Theatre, 2300
Lonsdale Avenue in North Vancouver. Over 75 performers.
General — 30.00; Children — $23.00; Groups of ten —
$27.00 each. Call the Box Office at 604-984-4484.

*

* *

Vancouver — AUUC Vancouver Branch will present
Celebration 100 Dinner, at the Ukrainian Cultural Centre
805 East Pender Street, on Sunday, June 10. Doors open at
5:00 p.m., Tribute at 5:30 p.m., Dinner at 6:00 p.m. Adults
— $32.00; Children (12 and under) — $25.00

* * *

Regina — AUUC Regina Branch is hosting the M o-
saic Poltava Pavilion at the Regina Performing Arts
Centre, 1077 Angus Street, from May 31 to June 2. Pass-
ports can be purchased at the RPAC. Adults — $15.00;
Seniors/Youth — $10.00.

*

* *

Toronto— Taras Shevchenko Museum, 1614 Bloor
Street West continuesto exhibit M atchstick Embroidery by
Marian Varkholik until June 12. The Museum is open
Monday Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday, 10:00 a.m. —
4:00 p.m., noon to 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, and by appoint-
ment on weekends and holidays. Admission is free;
donations are appreciated

* * *

Readers of the Ukrainian Canadian Herald are in-
vited to submit items of interest to the progressive
Ukrainian Canadian community for free listing in this
column. The deadline for material is the 10th of the
month preceding the month of publication.

requests of the international
community. Among the many
other things it covers is the
registrationof Venezuelanvot-
ersliving abroad, accesstoall
formsof media(including state
media) and so on.

Most importantly the ad-
vance of the election date to
May will create certainty for
Venezuela.

The economic changes be-
ing pursuedin Venezuelasig-
nal that there is an economic
strategy to deal with the US-
led sanctions. To do this, and
other things, in the economy,
V enezuelaneedspolitical sta-
bility.

The method of the opposi-
tion has been to destabilize
V enezuela— through violent
protests, alignment with for-
eign powers, and refusal to
engage in political dialogue.
Oneof thereasonsfor MUD’ s
oppositiontothecoming el ec-
tionsisthatitisfractured asa
political coalitionunitedaround
regime change. One of the
maintoolsUSimperialismwas
using to cause political havoc
and effect regime change has
come undone.

The May election will fur-
ther push the MUD section of
the “opposition” to the fringe
of Venezuelan politics if
Maduro is successful. Cer-
tainty and stability in govern-
ance will undoubtedly open
spacefor taking further meas-
ures to address the economic
problems.

The elections, the peo-
ple and unity on the left —
a unity borne of necessity

As recently as the munici-
pal elections in December,
2017, the Venezuelan Com-
munist Part (PCV) and Home-
land for All (PPT) supported
candidates to the left of the
PSUV. However, the election
for President really puts the
fate of the Venezuelan revo-
lution on the agenda. In Feb-
ruary, both left parties agreed

VE Day Marked in Winnipeg

For several years running, to all who died in the war to

the Russian community has
organized a commemoration
of VE Day in Winnipeg. On
May 9, about 150 peoplegath-
ered at the main war memo-
rial in Winnipegto pay tribute

defeat fascism.

Glenn Michalchuk, Presi-
dent of AUUC Winnipeg
Branch, was asked by the or-
ganizers to speak. He began
by saying that the progressive

— Photo: Glenn Michalchuk

Ukrainian Canadian commu-
nity stood with them in mark-
ingVEDay.Henotedthatitis
important torecognizethesig-
nificance of this date and the
great sacrifice made to defeat
fascism by all who fought.

He pointed out that, “The
greatest debt is owed to the
people of the Soviet Union,
who borethebrunt of German
military might and, through
their sacrifice, were the main
force in the defeat of fas-
cism”.

Mr. Michal chuk concluded
hisremarksby notingthat there
are powers that want to erase
thehistory of the Second World
War. He referred to the
present attempts to demonize
Russia and make it the en-
emy. On this point, he said
that people must unite to pre-
vent war in the sasmeway they
united to defeat fascism.

— Winnipeg Bureau

to support Maduro as the
presidential candidate of the
PSUV.

On February 26, the Ven-
ezuelan Communist Party
(PCV) and the United Social-
ist Party of Venezuela
(PSUV) enteredinto an agree-
ment concerning the May 20
presidential election. In ex-
change for the PCV endorse-
ment of Maduro’ s candidacy,
the PSUV and PCV entered
into an agreement on asocial,
economic and political pro-
gramfor Venezuela. The pro-
gram includes demands for
workers' rightsand collective
leadership of the revolution-
ary process.

OnFebruary 21, theHome-
land for All (PPT) agreed to
support Maduro’s candidacy.
It too reached a co-responsi-
bility agreement with the
PSUV.

The unity of left forces re-
flects the fact that Venezuela
hasonly two options: facethe
difficultiesand continuedown
theroad of independence, and
economic and political sover-
eignty in the interests of the
majority of the people, or step
back from this path, as advo-
cated by the main challenger
Henri Falcon.

Henri Falcon’s program is
outlined in a NewYork Times
op-ed piecehewroteonMarch
6. Falcon broke with MUD to
be a candidate and in the
“Times’ op-ed presents his
credentialsto USimperialism.
He is the candidate who will
impose neo-liberalism and
open Venezuela to the west.

Unlike the unity platforms
of the PCV, PSUV and PPT,
hewritesnot oneword against
the damage caused by US
sanctions. He lays the blame
on Maduro, reducesthe ques-
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tion of democracy to asserting
platitudes, and equates eco-
nomicrecovery to openingthe
country to“bi-lateral and mul-
tilateral agencies’ and politi-
cal rightsto “freeing political
prisoners’.

V enezuelansopposeforeign
interference and manipulation
of the internal situation. For
example, 56% of Venezue-
lans oppose US sanctions.
71% believe there should be
dialogue between the govern-
ment and those opposed to it,
and such dialogue should fo-
cuson seeking solutionstothe
country’ seconomic problems.

TherightinVenezuelapoint
to 2002 as an exampl e of how
the people reject economic
pressure asatool of the oppo-
sition. A massivestrikeinthe
country’s oil sector was or-
ganized by opponents of then
President Hugo Chavez to
bring pressure on him to re-
sign. The strike brought oil
production to a standstill and
caused double digit inflation,
but backfired intermsof turn-
ing people against Chavez.

Two years later Venezue-
lan voters answered by re-
soundingly backing Chavezin
a recall referendum.

This election will be a test
of the revolutionary forcesin
Venezuelaandtheir linkswith
the masses of the people. It
will determine the social and
economic course of Ven-
ezuela.

A victory for Maduro may
be the trigger for bigger
schemesbeing plannedby US
imperialism. Thenew director
of the CIA made a visit to
several countries in Latin
America that could be used
for military intervention.

—Glenn Michalchuk

Sustaining Fund

Donations

Bill Hrynchyn. Calgary AB ......cccccoveevveeiiennnns $100.00
Mary Semanowich, Winnipeg MB

In memory of Audrey Skalbania.................... 100.00
SoniaKoaraniuk, SamiaON .......cccccevvvieeivceeecennen. 70.00
Audrey Moysiuk, Vancouver BC ........cccccocvveenenne. 70.00
Michael James, Vancouver BC .........cccceevvveeeerenens 20.00
Debra Karras, Burnaby BC ........cccccoioiiieieniinnenn. 20.00
Walter Petryschuk, Sarnia ON ........ccccocevevenrnenn. 20.00

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THESE CONTRIBU-
TIONSAND THANK THE DONORS FOR THEIR GENEROS-
ITY.IFYOUR DONATION HAS NOT APPEARED ON THE
PAGES OF THE “UCH”, WATCH FOR IT IN FUTURE
ISSUES.

IVAN FRANKO
MUSEUM

200 McGregor Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2W 5L6
: (204) 589-4397
Free Admission by appointment only
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Ukrainian Miscellany

Ukraine Gets
Missiles

The National Security and
Defence Council of Ukraine
reported in April that tests of
theVilkhamissilesystemwere
carried out in the south of the
Kherson region.

Secretary of the National
Security and Defence Council
of Ukraine Oleksandr
Turchynov informed report-
ersthat all stages of the tests
were successful. At each
stage, various parameters of
thetactical andtechnical char-
acteristicsof themissileswere
checked for compliance. In
particular, theprecision of hit-
ting the specified targets at
the maximum and minimum
ranges, the power and effi-
ciency of destroying the tar-
get with the missile’s combat
element, multiple destruction

of long-distance targets, etc.
were checked.

Mr. Turchynov noted that
according to the decision of
the State Commission, themis-
sile system would be put on
armament, and this year its
serial productionwould begin.

President of Ukraine Petro
Poroshenko, military leaders,
experts, and military attaches
from seven countrieswho ex-
pressed their interest in ac-
quiring new, powerful Ukrain-
ian weapons, were present at
the tests.

Oleksandr Turchynov re-
ported onthe ongoingwork on
theimplementation of the na-
tional missileprogram, among
the priorities of which, in par-
ticular, isthe creation of new
powerful cruiseand anti—air-

craft missiles for our army.

In addition, Radio Free Eu-
rope/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL)
reported at the end of April
that the United States had de-
livered American-made, Jave-
lin anti-tank missile systems
to Ukraine.

State Department spokes-
woman Heather Nauert had
saidin December that USmili-
tary assistanceto Ukrainewas
intended to bolster that coun-
try’ sability to defend its sov-
ereignty and territorial integ-
rity, and to deter further ag-
gression.

Since2015, theUShaspro-
vided Ukraine with $750 mil-
lioninnonlethal aid, including
Humvees, night-vision equip-
ment, and short-range radar
systems.

OnMay 1, Ukraine' sPresi-
dent Petro Poroshenko con-
firmed that the US anti-tank
Javelin missiles had been de-
livered to Ukraine’s Army.

Fascism, and the 1%, Rule

Following the events of
1991, the struggles among
emerging oligarchs led to the
election of several presidents
before President Y anukovich
finally took power. Thisresult
was not acceptableto the cor-
porate giants in NATO, be-
cause President Y anukovich,
though far from hostile to the
West, was too slow in open-
ing Ukraine up to foreign in-
vestment. Furthermore, he
was too friendly with Russia,
arival power which was also
protecting its domestic mar-
ket.

WithinUkraine, inaddition
to rival groups of oligarchs,
President Yanukovich faced
thegrowth of right-wing mili-
tias, financed by some of the
oligarchs (and very probably,
supportersintheWest), whose
purpose was to separate
Ukraine from Russia.

Theleadinggovernmentsin
NATO, assisted by the right-
wing militias, engineered re-
gimechangeinUKraine. How-
ever, they underestimated the
strength of the opposition to
thischangein Russian-speak-
ing areasof thecountry, whose
population had seen the fate
of Russian speakersin coun-
tries like Latvia, Estonia and
Lithuania, when right wing
nationaliststook power.

Using the rebellion in the
east as its excuse, supported
by its international and do-
mestic backers, the govern-
ment hasincreasingly treated
its opponents as traitors.

On May 8, state security
forcesof Ukraineforced their
way into the home of Petro
Simonenko, leader of theCom-
munist Party of Ukraine, de-
stroyingthefront entranceand
contents over strenuous ob-
jectionstotheviciousand un-
lawful attack. At the same

time, the offices of the Com-
munist Party of Ukraine were
also unlawfully attacked and
occupied.

The attack on Petro
Simonenko and the CPU was
the latest in a long series of
violent attacks on the Com-
munist Party of Ukraine, its
leaders and its members,
which started with the coup
d état in 2014.

Memory of the Soviet role
in defeating the Nazi invader
in World War Two, known as
the Great Patriotic War, is
methodically being eradicated.
The symbols of the Soviet era
cherished by the people are
banned. Streets, buildingsand
other install ationspaying hom-
age to the towering figures of
the Soviet era are being re-
named, or evendemolished, to
obliterate the memory of the
Soviet Union.

It must be noted that the
CPU has not been the only
target. Deposed President
Yanukovich's Party of Re-
gions is gone, and any other
centre of serious dissent is
viewed as an enemy of the
state.

The current government of
Ukraine, installed by adefacto
alliance between NAT O pow-
ershent onyet another regime
change and right-wing mili-
tias, has happily donethebid-
ding of its sponsors. Both the
international and thedomestic
powers have warned the
Ukrainian government that,
just asit wasinstalled, it can
beuninstalled.

To satisfy its international
supporters, now its financial
captors, thegovernmentisrid-
ing roughshod over the coun-
try’ sparliament, enacting leg-
islation to enableforeign capi-
tal to dominate Ukraine's
economy.

To satisfy thedemand of its
armed and powerful militias,
thegovernment hasintegrated
theminto stateinstitutionsand
increasingly bowed to their
fascistic dictates. Nazi col-
laborators are lauded as he-
roes, and celebrations are or-
ganized, and commemorative
medals and stamps are i ssued
intheir honour.

Fascism in Ukraine hasin-
creasingly approached thesta-
tus of state ideology, as dis-
sentingviewsarebrandedwith
thetitle “traitorous”.

Increasingly the labour,
democratic, civil, social and
political rights of the Ukrain-
ian people are being obliter-
ated, associal institutions, now
includingreligiousinstitutions,
are rededicated to “national
unity”.

From the Atlantic Council
throughthelnternational Mon-
etary Fund and NATO to the
World Bank, the institutions
designed to defend and pro-
mote the interests of the rich
and powerful —theglobal 1%
— are applying their full lev-
erage to use Ukraine as their
catspaw to achieve regime
change in Russia.

A movement is building to
move the United Nationsinto
direct confrontationwith Rus-
sia by establishing a United
Nations “peacekeeping mis-
sion” in eastern Ukraine.

Suchaforce, whichisbeing
energetically promoted by the
government of Ukraine, would
assume the task of suppress-
ing opposition to Ukraine's
government by its Russian-
speakingcitizens. Itwouldalso
release the government of
Ukrainefromitsobligationsto
those citizens under the Vi-
enna Accords.

Note: Readers may detect inconsistenciesin the spell-
ing of some words trangliterated from Ukrainian, par-
ticularly names. Our general rule is not to change spell-
ings that appear in quotations, but to use our preferred
spelling outside of quotations. —Ed.

President Poroshenko
stated that the weapons were
delivered to the Ukrainian
Army, and have significantly
strengthened the deterrent
effect of Ukraine's battle-
readiness, and European se-
curity.

President Poroshenko ex-
pressed gratitude for Presi-
dent Trump’sjust decisionin
support of Ukraine, indefence
of freedom and democracy.
He said that Washington not
only fulfilled anagreement, but
also demonstrated leadership
and an important example.

President Poroshenko said,
“1 count onthestrong position
of all of Ukraine’ spartners—
inthefirst place the countries
of the G7: the price of Rus-
sia’s continuing aggression
against Ukrainemust continue
to grow for the Kremlin.”

Cooperation
with Turkey

Ukraine and Turkey are
becoming fast friends. They
are planning ajoint project to
buildan An-188military trans-
port aircraft. The military
transport aircraft project in-
volves full compliance with
NATO standards, both in
terms of equipment and in
terms of tactics.

The two countries have
completed the tenth round of
free trade talks.

Ukraine wishes to export
high added-valueproducts, the
products involving the latest
technol ogies, because the | at-
est technol ogiesarebeing used
actively in the food and
processing industry.

Victory Day Marked

A report in Sputnik, up-
dated on May 9, presented
information about marchesto
commemoratethe participants
of World War Il who fought
against Nazi Germany, which
were held world wide.

In Kyiv, Ukraine, partici-
pantsin theNobody isForgot-
ten, Nothing is Forgotten ac-
tion, called “Immortal Regi-
ment” inthereport, laid flow-
ersat theEternal Flamein the
Park of Eternal Gloryin Kyiv.

The column of participants
went from the Arsenal nasub-
way stationto the Park of Eter-
nal Glory, where many laid
flowers. Flowers were also
laid by membersof Ukraine's
parliament from the Opposi-
tion Bloc faction.

Nobody prevented partici-
pantsin theactionfrom laying
flowers at the memorial.

However, the organizer of
theaction, ElenaBerezhnaya,
wasdetainedin Kyiv because
of the St. George’s ribbon
(banned in Ukraine since
2017) she wore. The press
service of the Ukraine’ s Inte-
rior Ministry reported that
seven people had been de-
tained for using Soviet sym-
bols during the event on Vic-
tory Day.

Atthesametime, flashmob
participants in the centre
of Kyiv, opposing the march,
carried portraitsof theheroes
of thepopular computer game
World of Warcraft.

Earlierin May, theKyiv city
administration registered the
application of the Organiza-
tionof Ukrainian Nationalists
(OUN), whichintended to or-
ganize to prevent the Immor-

tal Regiment march. The na-
tionalists said they intended
to patrol the streetsto disrupt
the procession.

Thecommemorativemarch
wasalsoheldin theUkrainian
city of Kremenchuh, inthe
Poltavaregion. Ukrainian na-
tionalists joined the proces-
sion holding portraitsof fight-
ersof theUKkrainian Insurgent
Army (UPA).

In April, 2015, President
Petro Poroshenko gave OUN-
UPA and itsmembersthe sta-
tus of “fighters for independ-
ence” of Ukraine.

Moscow condemned this
decision, notingthat “ Ukraine
is the country where neo-Na-
zis have gone from words
to actionandkilled thousands
of civilians’, and that “such
actions must be adequately
assessed at the international
level.”

The Ukrainian Insurgent
Army wasformedin October,
1942, asthe military wing
of the Organization of Ukrain-
ian Nationalists. UPA operat-
ingmainly in WesternUkraine,
fought against the Soviet
troops, collaborating with the
Nazis. After the end of the
Great Patriotic War, it contin-
ued to act against the Soviet
authorities, using extremist
methods. The victims of the
UPA militants were repre-
sentativesof theintelligentsia,
local authorities, Y oung Com-
munist League members, and
Communist Party activists.

https://youtu.be/
oJFiKEWqgPIo isthelinktoa
youtube view of the Kyiv pa-
rade Victory Day parade.
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Israel Shoots Canadian Medic

(Continued from Page 1.)

toll triggered a diplomatic
backlash against Israel and
new charges of excessive use
of force against unarmed pro-
testers. At the Security Coun-
cil, the UN’ s special Mideast
envoy said that there was “no
justificationfor thekilling.”

Turkey expelled Israel’s
ambassador, the report said,
and several European coun-
triescalledfor aninternational
investigation.

Israel saidit hastheright to
protect itsborder against mili-
tants throwing stones, flying
burningkitesand burningtires.
Some Israeli military also re-
ported pipe bombs and gre-
nades. The US ambassador to
the UN, Nikki Haley, cameto
Israel’s defence.

The report noted that “The
protests were led by Hamas,
but fuelled by the growing
despair among Gaza's 2 mil-
lion people who face worsen-
ing poverty, unemployment,
22-hour-a-day power cutsand
sweeping bans on travel and
trade.”

In addition, “The protests
werealsodriven by anger over
the relocation ... of the US
Embassy in Israel from Tel
Aviv to contested Jerusalem.”

Thearticlenotedthat “ Even
before the latest round of
bloodshed, Gaza’ shealth sys-
temof 13 public hospitalsand
[4 clinics run by NGOs had
buckled under persistent
blockade-linked shortages of
medicines and surgical sup-
plies.” The bloodshed had
magnified the shortages.

In the course of May 14,
one hospital received about
500 injured people, over 450
of whom had gunshot wounds.

To understand the level of
threat posed by anything
thrown by the Palestinians,
consider the structure of the
so-called fence.

On May 16, the New Y ork
Times explained that, “The
fence is actually two parallel
barriersbuilt by thelsraelis: a

formidableoneof barbed-wire
within Gaza and a 10-foot-
high metal ‘smart fence’
packed with surveillance sen-
sors along the Israel demar-
cationline. A restricted buffer
zone as wide as 300 yards is
between them. Israel has
warned that peopleinthezone
without authorization risk be-
ing subjectedtodeadly force.”

However, in May, the Is-
raeliswere shooting peopleon
the Gaza side of the barbed-
wirefence, about thelength of
threefootball fieldsaway from

their homes and villages to
allow the formation of Israel.
Of Gaza' spopulation of about
two million, over 1.3 million
are descendants of the refu-
gees from the nagba.

Many Canadian Jewish or-
ganizations as well as other
Jewish organizations around
theworld haveacted asmouth-
pieces of the Israeli govern-
ment, blaming Hamas for Is-
rael’smurder of children. Ex-
ceptions have included Inde-
pendent Jewish Voicesin Brit-
ain, andtheUnited Jewish Peo-

the Israeli ] ple’s Order
“smart A restricted buffer zone in canada.
fenceside. as wide as 300 yards iS In its state-

Nickolay  petyween them.

Mladenov,

the special UN envoy to the
region, toldthe Security Coun-
cil on May 15 that, “Thereis
nojustificationfor thekilling,
there is no excuse.” Mr.
Mladenov added that Israel
had a responsibility to cali-
brate its use of force.”

Another report in the To-
ronto Star, this one by
Loveday Morris and Hazem
Balousha of The Washington
Post, in the May 15 edition,
mentioned the six weeks of
demonstrations called the
March of Return. The report
said that the USA had de-
fended I srael’ sactionbut Tur-
key and South Africa had re-
called the ambassadors from
Israel.

Genevieve Boutin, aCana-
dian who is UNICEF's spe-
cial representativeinthe West
Bank and Gaza said that over
1000 of the wounded in Gaza
were children.

OnMay 18, theUnited Na-
tions Human Rights Council
announced that it would es-
tablish a commission inquiry
intoviolence onthe Gazabor-
der.

The March of Return was
to culminateon May 16 with
a commemoration of the
nagba (catastrophe), thetime
in 1948 when hundreds of
thousands of Pal estinians|ost

Get Your Subscription to the
Ukrainian Canadian Herald.

Complete the form below to enjoy eleven issues of thisin-
formation-filled newspaper. Mail your request and payment
to: Kobzar Publishing Company, 595 Pritchard Avenue, Win-
nipeg MB, R2W 2K 4. Please do not send cash in the mail.

Name:

Yes! | like what | have just read, and | want the next
eleven issues of the Ukrainian Canadian Herald. | have
enclosed a cheque or money order for $30.00 ($40.00
outside Canada), payableto Kobzar Publishing Company.
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Postal Code:

ment dated
May 15, 1JV
said, “Since our last state-
ment on 6 April, each week
has seen more protests by
Gazans at the border with Is-
rael andmorekillingsof largely
unarmed protesters by Israeli
snipersusing liveammunition.
Asof the morning of 15 May,
Nagba Day, more than 100
Palestinians have been killed
andthousandsinjured. The po-
sition has been aggravated by
the provocation of the cer-

emonial opening of a new
American embassy in Jerusa-
lem, hammering another nail
into the coffin of an already
moribund peace process.

ThelJV Steering Group re-
iterates our horror at these
events and the flagrant disre-
gard for the human rights of
the Pal estiniansand thenorms
of international law. ...

“We further call upon the
UK Government to condemn
the actions of the Israeli au-
thorities, to demand an inde-
pendent enquiry into the use
of forceonthe Gazaborder, to
make clear that the UK em-
bassy will remainin Tel Aviv
andtoredoubleall diplomatic
effortsto bring theoccupation
to an end.”

The UJPO consistently up-
holds the right of Jews and
othersto criticize I srael with-
out beinglabelled anti-Semites.
In“Uri Avnery’s Column” in
the UJPO News for spring,
2018, we read,

“And that is exactly what
happened last Friday, thefirst
day of the campaign: snipers
were posted along the line,
with ordersto shoot the“ring-
leaders’ — anyone who stood
out. 18 unarmed demonstra-
torswerekilled, almost athou-

For Information, see
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AUUC Centenary Greeting
Ad sizes at Various Prices

Name and city (one line only) .....ccccoeennee. 10.00
TWO-1ine greeting.....ccoocoeeeiiiiiicieeeee e,
(UP t0 10 WOrdS) .eceeeeeeeerecieceeeeee e $20.00

Name and city

(up to 15 WOrds) ...ccccevveeveeeeiecreenee $25.00

Three-line greeting.......cccccceeevviiiiiiiinnnn.
Name and city
(up to 20 WOrds).....ccceceevveeecrveennnen. $30.00

Four Line Greeting................

Name and city

(up to 25 words)............

Five-line greeting .........

Name and city
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sand were shot and wounded.

“If anyone thought that the
democraticworldwould stand
up and condemn lsrael, they
were sadly wrong. Reactions
were feeble, at most. What
was revealed was the incred-
ible hold the Israeli govern-
ment and its Zionist organiza-
tion has over the world’s po-
litical establishmentsand com-
munication outlets. With few
exceptions, theatrociousnews
was not published at all, or as
minor items.

“But this cannot go on for
long. The Gaza protests will
continue, especially on Fridays
(the Muslim holy day), until
May 15, the Nagba (“ Catas-
trophe”) Day, which com-
memoratesthemassflight/ex-
pulsion of half the Pal estinian
people from their homes.”

Happy
Birthday,

Friends!

The Edmonton AUUC
Senior Citizens' Club
wishesahappy birthday tothe
celebrants of June:

Sandy Gordey
Paul Greene
Nick Kereliuk
Sophie Sywolos
Mike Uhryn
VirginiaWitwicki
May you have good health,
happinessand adaily sense of
accomplishment as you go
throughlife.

The Toronto AUUC Sen-
ior Citizens Club extends
best birthday wishes to June
celebrant:

Natalie Mochoruk

May good health and happi-
ness be yours in the coming
year!

The Vancouver Seniors
Club extendsbest Junebirth-
day greetingsto:

Mary Fedosenko
Hopeyou haveagreat day!!

The Welland Shevchenko
Senior sextend ahappy birth-
day wish to June celebrants:

LidaBraun
L eonard Whatmough

May the coming year bring
you all the best in health and
happiness!
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Share Your Centennial Message!

Thisisaspecial year inthelifeof theAssociation of United Ukrainian
Canadians — this year the AUUC celebrates its 100th birthday! To
mark this rare year, the Ukrainian Canadian Herald is providing a

special opportunity to our readersto help you celebrate!

In the month of October, 2018, the “UCH”
will print centennial birthday messages from
our readerstothe AUUC, toitsmembersor to
anyone else who is special to you!

TheAUUC hasaspecial
placein thelifeof many of
our readers,andinthelives
of their families and
friends. Many of our read-
erssharetheir AUUC ex-
periences when they get
together.

If the AUUC has a spe-
cial placeinyour life, share
that knowledge with your
friends with a centennial
greeting in the October
2018, issue.

It’sreally easytosend a
special message on this
occasion. Just decidewhat
size ad you want (see the
varioussizeson thefacing
page), and follow the in-
structionsat right on this

page.

Therearemany options:
surface mail, fax, e-mail.
Just let us know the size
and clearly writethemes-
sage you want to send.

Payment? Enclose a
chequeor money or der with
your request — or let us
send you an invoice. What
could be easier?

Don’t be left out — act
now to make sure your
messagewill beincludedin
our October issuel!

Thisisarare opportu-
nity. Unless you expect to
live another hundred
years, thisisyour oneand
only chance to mark an
AUUC centenary. You'll
kick your self if you missit!
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Why not renew your
subcription now?

2018

Ukrainian Canadian
Herald
AUUC Centennial
Greetings

Remember your family and friends with a mes-
sage! Weinviteyou to express AUUC Centennial greet-
ings through an ad in the Ukrainian Canadian Herald,
in the October, 2018, issue. One line (name and city) on
two columnsis only $10.00. A five-line ad as shown is
only $35.00. Seethe diagram on page 10 for sizes. will
be charged as multiples of.

Deadlines:  September 10, 2018, for October, 2018.

Send your request to:

AUUC Centenial GREETINGS MESSAGE
595 Pritchard Avenue,

Winnipeg MB R2W 2K4

Phone 1-800-856-8242, Fax: (210) 589-3404
e-mail: auuckobzar@mts.net

or: AUUC Centennial GREETINGS MESSAGE
1604 Bloor Street West
Toronto ON M6P 1A7
Phone: 416-588-1639 Fax: 416-588-9180
e-mail: kobzar2@aim.com

Please indicate the desired ad size:
$10.00 (One line: name and city only)

$20.00 (Two-line greeting — up to 10 words)
$25.00 (Three-line greeting — up to 15 words)
$30.00 (Four-line greeting — up to 20 words)
$35.00 (Five-line greeting — up to 25 words)
Other

Greetingin:English.__ Ukrainian_____

Request sent by:
Mal.____ Phone____ Fax:
e-mail: Orinperson:

Name:
Address:
City: Prov.
Phone: Fax:
e-mail:

MESSAGE:

Date: Signature:
Cheque enclosed
Invoicerequired

Officereceipt#____

JOIN US!

Join the AUUC community! Each
Branch has a unique schedule of
events and activities. Todiscover what
we have to offer, contact the AUUC in
your area:

AUUC NATIONAL OFFICE

National Executive Committee AUUC

595 Pritchard Avenue

Winnipeg MB R2W 2K4

Phone: 800-856-8242 Fax: (204) 589-3404
E-mail: mail @auuckobzar.net Web site: auuc.ca

VANCOUVER BRANCH

Ukrainian Cultural Centre

805 East Pender Street

Vancouver BC VG6A 1V9

Phone: (604) 254-3436 Fax: (604) 254-3436
E-mail: auucvancouver @tel us.net

Website: www.auucvancouver.ca

CALGARY BRANCH

Ukrainian Cultural Centre
3316-28 Avenue SW
CalgaayAB T3EORS8

Phone: (403) 246-1231

E-mail: Calgary hopak @shaw.ca

EDMONTON BRANCH

UkrainianCentre
11018-97 Street
EdmontonAB T5H 2M9
Phone: (780) 424-2037
E-mail:auucedm@te us.net

Fax: (780) 424-2013

REGINA BRANCH

UkrainianCultural Centre

1809 Toronto Street

ReginaSK SAP1M7

Phone: (306) 522-1188 Website: www.poltava.ca

WINNIPEG BRANCH

UkrainianLabour Temple

591 Pritchard Avenue

WinnipeggMB R2W2K4 ult-wpg.ca
Phone: (204) 582-9269  Fax: 589-3404
E-mail: auucwinnipeg@gmail.com

OTTAWA BRANCH

c/o Robert Seychuk

24 Attwood Crescent
OttawaON K2E 5A9
Phone: (613) 228-0990

TORONTO BRANCH

AUUC Cultural Centre

1604 Bloor Street West

TorontoON MG6P1A7

Phone: 416-588-1639 Fax: 416-588-9180
E-mail: auuctorontobranch@gmail.com

WELLAND BRANCH

UkrainianLabour Temple
342 Ontario Road
WellandON L3B5C5
Phone: (905) 732-5656
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(Continued from Page7.)
and the audience, through the
program, with a bit of stern-
ness and a bit of humour, and
abit of other stuff in between.
With that, a brief break be-
fore dinner was announced.
Yes, it was chicken, but the
moist and tender chicken

Actors Katherine McLennan and Etan Lapin provided

breasts, accompanied by vari-
ous sides, including cabbage
rolls and perogies, were the
furthest thing from rubber
chicken. From beginning to
cheesecake dessert and cof-
fee, the meal served by
Ludwick Cateringwasaculi-
nary treat.

the continuity in the concert, with a dramatization written by
Brian Richardson and Kevin Longfield.

Of course, aside from the
food, dinner isonly asgood as
the company in which we eat
it. Former and present politi-
cians tend to be good dinner
companions, as they tend to
be sociable and skilled in con-
versation.

It was my good fortune to
share a table not only with
Bob Seychuk, but also with
City Councillor Ross Eadie
and former Member of Par-
liament Judy Wasylecia-Leis
(attending with her husband).
Conversation at our table was
stimulating and informative.

Both Mr. Eadie and Ms.
Wasylecia-Leis have long-
standing relationshipswith the
AUUC in Winnipeg, as was
reflected by the flow of well-
wishers to our table.

At the end of the banquet,

e |
AUUC Winnipeg Branch
President Glenn Michalchuk
officially bade the diners wel-
come following the opening
dance.
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The women of the Yunist Dance Ensemble erformed
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“Maryna”. The tree around which they danced is visible in

the background.

MC Glenn Michalchuk made
closing remarks, in which he
thanked the many people who
had contributed to the success
of the celebration.

Mr. Michalchuk left thelast
word to the diners, many of
whom availed themselves of
the opportunity to make per-
sonal statements about their
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experiences in the organiza-
tion.

So ended a well prepared,
well-executed, and well-en-
joyed celebration of the cen-
tenary of the Association of
United Ukrainian Canadians
in the very cradle of that or-
ganization.

— Wilfred Szczesny
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The Yunist Dance Ensemble ended the concert with a
“Hopak”. This energetic dance, which highlights the danc-
ers’ virtuosity, is a crowd-pleaser on stage, but is also a fre-
guent feature during social events, with guests displaying
their prowess.

WMO May Concert

On Saturday, May 6, the
Winnipeg Mandolin Orches-
tra’ sannual May Concert, was
held at the Ukrainian Labour
TempleinWinnipeg. Although
the Orchestra performs at
many events each year,
throughout the city and be-
yond, this concert is the best
opportunity to enjoy a full-
length show highlighting their
musical talents and the diver-
sity of their repertoire.

Inrecent years, the Orches-
tra has grown, attracting both
Ukrainian and non-Ukrainian
members, and they continue
to play both traditional and
modern selections.

Highlightsfromtheevening
included “A Jazzy Gesture”,
written by Myron Shatulsky

for the Orchestra’ s clarinetist
Dean Doerr, to showcase his
abilities, and the final move-
ment from “Transcarpathian
Sketches”, orchestrated by
former Toronto Mandolin Or-
chestra conductor Eugene
Dolny.

The Orchestra’s perform-
ance of the theme from the
1966 Spaghetti Western The
Good, the Bad and the Ugly
highlightedtheir ability toadapt
to unusual pieces. The per-
formanceincluded awhistling
solo by Nancy Walker and
vocal sound effectsperformed
by the whole orchestra.

True to tradition, the
evening included a guest per-
former. Singer-songwriter
Jess Reimer performed four

selections, accompanied by
mandolin player Jeremy
Hamm and banjo player Jaxon
Haldane. Jeremy, who plays
inthe WMO, and Jess livein
rural Manitoba, andtheir con-
nection to the prairies came
across in their upbeat blue-
grassand folk-influenced mu-
Sic.

Special thanks to Karin
Woods, our informative and
entertaining host for the
evening, and to Justin
McGillivray for filling in as
audio technician at the last
minute.

Also appreciated are those
who volunteered or brought
goodies which were enjoyed
at theintermission.

This annual concert is a
long-standing traditionwhich
is also recognized as part of
the Mayworks Festival of La-
— Story photos: Emily Halldorson
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The annual May C(;Bcert of the Winnipeg Mandolin Orchestra is the best opportunity to
enjoy a full-length show highlighting their musical talents and the diversity of the group’s

repertoire.

Guest performers were singer-songwriter Jess Reimer,
accompanied by mandolin player Jeremy Hamm and banjo
player Jaxon Haldane. Their connection to the prairies came
across in their upbeat bluegrass and folk-influenced music.

bour and the Arts, a month-
long annual celebrationwhich
explores the lives of working
people, andtheir strugglesand
aspirations, both past and
present.

This year, the AUUC is
hosting four eventsrecognized

by Mayworks, including
AUUC at 100: 100 years of
our contribution to Canada,
and tours of the Ukrainian
L abour Templeaspart of both
Doors Open and the 1919
Strike Tour.

— Emily Halldorson

Welcome to the only
Taras Shevchenko Museum in the Americas!

10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

\ Thursday: noon — 7:00 p.m.

3anpoutyemo 00 €0unozo na AmepuxancoKomy

Konmunenmi Myszerwo Tapaca Illeeuenxal
Open Monday-Wdnesday, Friday:

Weekends and Holidays byAppointment

Free Admission — Donation Appreciated

3asimatime do nac 3a adpecoio:
Taras Shevchenko Museum
1614 Bloor Street West » Toronto,
ON M6P 1A7 * Phone: 416-534-8662
Abo gidgidatime nawiu 8e6-cmopinKu na
www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum




